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DAYTON, Ohio, November 6, 1975 --- The great Catholic tradition has always
appreciated the apocalyptical authors in the Bible, according to a Canadian
theologian.
Whether apocalypticists are appreciated as well outside the Bible is being
tested by Philip Berrigan, a Catholic activist who has been a leader in the antiwar movement since the mid-sixties. Berrigan will be visiting the University of
Dayton November 13 and 14 .
Fr. Gregory Baum, the Canadian theologian, goes on to describe the
apocalyptical author as one who writes to make us sensitive to what is wrong
with the world. "Especially in times of crisis, we must learn to measure the
present system by the peace and love promised us by God," writes Fr. Baum.
Berrigan will be offering that yardstick when he speaks at UD on the subject
of "Nuclear Arms: A Holocaust for Tomorrow . " The public lecture will be at
8 P.M . , Thursday, November 13 in the ballroom of the Kennedy Union.
The author of several books including "No More Strangers" and "A Punishment
for Peace," Berrigan has been arrested twice and imprisoned for burning draft
records from selective service offices. The second offense was immortalized in
a Broadway play "The Trial of the Cat onsville Nine," written by his brother and
"co-conspirator," the Rev . Eaniel Berrigan, S.J . While imprisoned he was ch-lrged
by J . Edgar Hoover and John Mitchell with conspiracy t o kidnap Henry Kissinger
and blow up the heating system of some Federal buildings. He was acquitted of
the charges.
"But do we need all this fuss, the noise, the symbolic gestures, the
unseemly behavior?" asks Fr . Baum. The apocalyptical prophets have always said
that we do need these . The witness must be dramatic, at odds with society. For
only then will people begin to examine the values that determine their lives."
Berrigan, consistent wit h other prophets, continues to insist that the
fuss is necessary. His most recent activity was participation in a three week
national vigil on the steps of the Capi tol in the memory of the 30th anniversary
of the destruction at Hiroshima and t he continued escalation in the arms race.
Berrigan is a member of a nonviolent resistance community in Baltimore
called the Jonah House. He continues to speak out against the huge machinery
of war and the dangers of nuclear arms.
In addition to his public lecture, Berrigan will address classes conducted
by Dr. C. R. Cothern in Sherman Hall from 10 t o 11 A. M., Friday, and by Dr. Joseph
Kunkel in Miriam Hall fr om 11 to 12 noon, on the same day. He also will par tici pat e that same afternoon from 2 to 4 P.M. in a faculty panel discussion with Bro.
Leo Murray, S.M. , Dr. Xavier Monasterio a nd Dr. C. R. Cothern in the Ballroom of
t he Kennedy Union.
Berrigan's appearance is being sponsored by Religion in Life Board, Philo sophy Dept . , University Activiti es, Stude nt Government, Marianist Institute for
Christian Renewal - University of Dayton and Wilmington College, Wi lmington, Ohio .
NOTE:

A news conference wi ll be held with Philip Berrigan - THURSDAY,
NOVEMBER 13 at 11:15 A.M., Kennedy Union Room 222.
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